SUPPORT TO NON-STATE ACTORS (NSAs) THOUGH EU DEVELOPMENT
FUNDS

The Cotonou Agreement stresses the importancevofviimg non-state actors (NSAS) in
all phases of development -including strategic tgraent, planning, implementation
and review. The Government of Dominica in suppdrthe involvement of Non-State
Actors has sought financing assistance from theof@an Commission to enhance the
participation of these actors in the developmedtdialogue between the Government
and EC Delegation through the institution of a N&tate Advisory Panel and NSA
capacity building programmes.

The reported experience with NSA involvement in fa@ded programmes in various
phases of the project cycle highlight considerabfferences in capacity among NSAs
(especially the established private sector, on d¢m@ad, and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), community based organisat{@®0s), and small & medium

sized enterprises (SMEs) on the other hand). Asutency has been launched to
investigate the capacities and competencies of N&wg structures, and involvement in
the development process in Dominica. An NSA mapaminica will categorise NSAs,

identify groupings/associations and individual NS%&rating in specific sectors. Similar
studies will also be undertaken in St. Kitts, Anig Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and
Barbados. The consultancy is funded by the Europkaon and National Governments.

The consultancy will result in the establishmentN&A Advisory Panels. The objective
of the panel is to deepen and improve the participaof NSAs in prioritisation of EU

development aid to the country. A second outpul W the development of Draft
financing proposals for submission to the Europ€mmmission for NSA Capacity
Building Programmes in Dominica and St. Vincent #mel Grenadines.

In Dominica, Phase | was conducted
September 7 — 9, 2005. Its focus was to
liaise with Government and NSA

stakeholders agencies to obtain
information on existing NSAs. A follow

up Consultation Phase Il took place from _
October 10 —14, 2005 culminating in g
Stakeholder Workshop with  NSAS
representatives of the Ministry o
Community Development, Tourism an
the National Authorising Office. Theli
European Delegation was represented W
Mr. Spiros Polycandriotis — Head of the Social Depeent Section (presenter in
picture)




The NSA community in Dominica was well
represented with over 40 NSA from the Social
Welfare, Trade Unions, Agriculture, Education,
the Elderly, Environment, Tourism, Youth,
Heath, Community Development Sectors in
attendance.

Mr Atherton Martin, making a presentation.

The final report on the consultancy is due
on December 15, 2005. Further
information can be obtained from the
National Authorising Office, Ministry of
Finance and Planning



